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Types of head shapes
Venomous snake Nonvenomous snake
(eq, rattlesnake) (eg, red racer)

Examples of snakebites
Venomous snake Nonvenomous snake
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Crotalus atrox
Western diamondback

Rounded head

Triangle-shaped head

Elliptical pupil Round pupil

Heat-sensing pit 2 1 No heat-sensing pit

Skull of a member of
family Colubridae

Skuli of a member of
plate family Viperidae

Rattle
(rattlesnakes)

Double row of

Single row of
subcaudal plates

subcaudal plates
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Primary venom duct

Secondary venom duct

Compressor muscle  Venom gland
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